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ÅChoosing a site

ÅDrone Saturation

ÅSiting the Apideas

ÅIsolation from unwanted drones

ÅMoving Apideas to the site

ÅMoving queen cells to the site



Choosing a site

ÅMust have free access 7 days a week preferably without having to make an 

arrangement with a landowner/property owner for every visit.

ÅMust be secure from vandalism by local teenagers

ÅMake sure there is no risk of flooding from nearby rivers or ditches

ÅMust be reasonably secure from theft of equipment. Locked gates etc.

ÅMust have vehicle access preferably right up to the colonies and Apideas. 

Decent track in bad weather.



ÅMust have shade for the Apideas ïa north facing high hedge is 

good or a large tree with overhanging branches

ÅNeeds protection from wind

ÅAt a distance from any agricultural spraying

ÅPreferably isolated or distant from non Amm colonies.

ÅShelter for the beekeepers ïshed, barn etc



Drone Saturation

ÅYou can set up drone producing colonies on the site. 
These can also be used as cell raiser colonies





Bring  extra Drones to  the mating site in nucs

ÅMake up 3 frame nucsin a polynucwith 2 frames of worker brood, one frame of  sealed drone 
brood plus the adhering bees and the rest of the space filled with an insulated dummy board

ÅAdd a queen cell and as well as getting a queen mated in a nucyou also add 1000+ drones to the 
mating site.

ÅRepeat this step every week with as many nucsas possible.

ÅA win win situation as you get a nucwith a mated queen as well as bringing extra drones to the site

Photo ConallMcCaughey



ÅApideas are better on stands to save your 

back

ÅPut two on a stand facing opposite directions

ÅRaised pallets or scaffolding planks would 

also work

ÅPlenty of space is useful to be able to get 

more distance between Apideas

Setting out the Apideas



ÅThe isolated mating site. 
ÅHeight, or remoteness or both


